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What started this?
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How did we get here? 

• 2000: R. v. Parker

• 2002: Senate Special Committee on 
Illegal Drugs report

• 2012: Colorado and Washington 
referendums

• 2013: Canadian police chiefs propose 
ticket system for 30 grams or less

3



How did we get here? 
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From: Jenkins Research Inc.



Is this working?
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What has been done?

• June 30, 2016: Task Force on 
Marijuana Legalization and 
Regulation and public 
consultation launched

• August 29: Public consultations 
closed, work on report began

• Report published December 13
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Where are we now?

• Bill 45, The Cannabis Act 
introduced April 2017

• Passed House of Commons 
in December 

• Deal to have final vote in 
Senate by June 7, 2018

• Still:
– Royal Assent?
– Proclamation?
– Effective Dates?

– Early August 2018… ?
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Summary of Bill 45

8

• Roles: 

– Federal government oversees product and 
production safety and standards

– Provinces to decide retail and distribution and 
any limits on where cannabis can be consumed



Summary of Bill 45
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• Possession of fewer than 30 grams of 
cannabis legal

• Minimum age of 18 years old to buy or 
consume

• Restriction of plants to four

• Province can lower possession amounts, 
increase age, and lower amount of plants



The Role of the Federal Government

• Updating building and fire codes

• Illegal possession and trafficking

• Health and quality standards

• Medical cannabis system

• Public health and safety funding

10



The Role of Provinces

• Province-wide smoking legislation (The 
Tobacco Control Act)

• Distribution, production, and retail locations

• Illegal possession and trafficking

• Public health and safety funding
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The Role of Municipalities 
• Permits and inspections

– Electrical, ventilation systems

• Zoning usage
– Where consumption and production permitted

• Public safety
– Bylaw enforcement – public health bylaws (smoking)
– Police and fire response

• Workplace safety
– Transit, water, waste collection, recreation
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Which way to go?
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Which way to go?
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From: The Final Report of the Task Force 
on Cannabis Legalization and Regulation



Where are we now?
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Where are we going?
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In the meantime…
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The Big Questions
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The Big Questions
• Are dispensaries legal? 

– No!
– Municipalities can prohibit

• Can we ban cannabis?
– Smoking bylaw – smoking in public 

places
– Province allowing communities to “opt 

out” out of having cannabis stores
– Cannot conflict with federal or 

provincial laws
• Example: medicinal cannabis legal, 

cannot be banned
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Lessons learned… from Taco Bell
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Thank You

Steven Dribnenki

Policy and Legal Advisor 

sdribnenki@suma.org 

306-525-4389
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